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Ahlborn Structural Steel
Industry: Steel Manufacturing

Vertical: Infrastructure

Location: Santa Rosa, California 

Size: 7 Locations, 130 Employees

Web: ahlbornstructural.com

Company Bio
Ahlborn Structural Steel, Inc. was 
incorporated in 2004. It was created 
from its successful sister company, 
Ahlborn Fence & Steel, Inc., to handle 
the increasing larger steel fabrication 
projects the company began 
pursuing; and it has quickly become 
one of the largest fabricators in the 
North Bay. Ahlborn Structural Steel, 
Inc. is committed to employing only 
the most qualified fabricators and 
erectors and has invested in some 
of the most advanced fabricating 
equipment in the structural steel 
industry. Ahlborn Structural Steel and 
Ahlborn Fence & Steel work across 
various industries such as residential, 
commercial, industrial, hospitals, 

schools, and bridges and serve the 
Sonoma, Marin, Napa, San Francisco 
and the greater Bay Area.

The Challenge
Like most organizations, the 
pandemic created new IT security 
challenges for Ahlborn Steel as 
their workforce became remote, 
working across several locations and 
various devices. Aware of increased 
cyberattacks, particularly ransomware 
targeting the infrastructure sector, 
the company needed to ensure they 
could enable their employees to do 
their jobs effectively and securely no 
matter where they were located. The 
company outsources its IT security 
to Managed Service Provider (MSP)  
V&R Solutions who were committed 
to securing the organizations devices. 
Following the HAFNIUM Exchange 
Server attack which affected 100’s 
of thousands of Microsoft Exchange 
customers, including Ahlborn, 
the company decided to look into 
new technologies to help prevent 
cyberattacks.

The Solution
The company was introduced to 
BlackFog by their Cyber Insurance 
provider Evolve MGA. “Evolve talked 
to us about ransomware protection 
and suggested BlackFog might be 
able to help us. We did some initial 
research and really liked the peace 
of mind that a solution like BlackFog 
could provide. Having someone else 
watching out for ransomware attacks 
and using a behavioural based 
technology, rather than relying on a 
Firewall or Antivirus really impressed 
me.” Commented Ahlborn Steel CFO 
Anton Guerrero. 

The Approach

The company along with their MSP 
met with BlackFog’s VP of Threat 
Intelligence to learn more about 
BlackFog’s Anti Data Exfiltration 
(ADX) technology and how it would 
help them prevent cyberattacks 
including ransomware. “A two week 
trial which included a ransomware 
assessment across some of our 
corporate devices allowed us to see 
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the technology in action and get some 
insights into some activities happening 
in the network. The assessment 
showed us things that we would 
never have known about otherwise, 
commented Cory Vader, President of 
V&R Solutions. “After the trial period we 
sat down with the team at BlackFog 
and went over the incidents in the 
Enterprise Console. We saw it working 
and we knew then it was going to do 
what it promised to do.”

“We never knew about Anti Data 
Exfiltration technology prior to our 
introduction to BlackFog, but after the 
demo, our views on what could be 
seen as harmless data loss changed. 
After seeing all of the activity going 
on in the background, preventing it 
has become a lot more important.” 
Commented Cory.

The Results
Following the assessment and trial 
period, the company decided to 
add BlackFog to its security strategy 
and deploy it across all employee 
devices. “We are really happy with 
BlackFog, it’s doing its job but most 
of all its providing peace of mind. 
The console is really intuitive and I 
particularly like the Threat Hunting 
feature as it allows us to see that what 
we are experiencing is happening 
not just in our environment but to 
other companies worldwide. We’d 
definitely recommend BlackFog to 
other organizations looking to secure 
their remote employees and prevent 
ransomware”, commented Cory.

“Having someone 
else watching out for 
ransomware attacks and 
using a behavioural based 
technology, rather than 
relying on a Firewall or 
Antivirus really impressed 
me.”

Anton Guerrero, 
CFO, Ahlborn Steel 

About BlackFog
BlackFog is the leader in on device 
data privacy, data security and 
ransomware prevention. Our behavioral 
analysis and anti data exfiltration (ADX)
technology stops hackers before they 
even get started. Our cyberthreat 
prevention software prevents 
ransomware, spyware, malware, 
phishing, unauthorized data collection 
and profiling and mitigates the risks 
associated with data breaches and 
insider threats. BlackFog blocks threats 
across mobile and desktop endpoints, 
protecting organizations data and 
privacy, and strengthening regulatory 
compliance.

“We never knew about 
Anti Data Exfiltration 
technology prior to our 
introduction to BlackFog, 
but after the demo, our 
views on what could be 
seen as harmless data 
loss changed.”

Cory Vader, 
President, V&R Solutions
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